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All Things New in 2022!
Happy New Year!
2021 is in the history books but the memories and events of

this past year will live in our hearts and lives forever. We offer our
thoughts and prayers to all the families suffering from the horrific
tornadoes from December 10th and 11th.

2022 is a new chapter, so let’s make all 365 pages count. Each
time you turn the page let it be beneficial to you and everyone
around you. In this new year let’s move forward. Move forward
with a new appreciation of all our blessings. Move forward with
a positive outlook on life. Move forward with all your dreams and
goals. We cannot change what happened in 2021. That door is
closed, and a new door is wide open for all of us to walk through.

Many will try and make new year’s resolutions. Instead of
focusing on our resolutions, let’s focus on our relationships. Your
resolutions will not be successful without our relationships with
God, our family, friends, co-workers and even complete
strangers. If we do not put our trust in God and love one another
then there is no point in making resolutions because they won’t
be successful.

Cross Country USA Magazine appreciates all our subscribers,
readers, artists and advertisers for your support in 2021. We could
not do it without you and our amazing staff. Our goal in 2022 is
the same as when we debuted this publication in August, 2020.
We will continue to bring you the best in Christian Country and
Traditional Country music news and features - from the new
artists to the legends.

For our first issue of 2022 we feature Country artist and New
York Times Bestselling Author Jimmy Wayne. He shares his
inspiring story of growing up in foster care and becoming a voice
for foster kids everywhere. Daryl Mosley is bringing simple back
with his pure sounds and new music. Social media sensation
Grace Anna shines her light with her sweet smile and personality.
These stories, music news, and much more in this issue!

Please follow us on Facebook/Cross Country USA Magazine
www.crosscountryusamagazine.com
www.crosscountryusaradio.com

Keep Reading & Keep Listening!

Robin
Robin Tanner, Managing Editor

From the Editor
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Mosley was raised and still resides in his
hometown of Waverly, Tennessee, just west of
Nashville. The experiences of life, work, faith,

and love that resonate so strongly in this community are the
very foundation of his songwriting. Daryl writes about real
people and their personal struggles and victories on life’s
journey.
  Real people were met with real heartache just a few
months ago when Waverly was devastated by catastrophic
flooding. Mosley comments, “We are still working our way
up from that. Twenty people were killed. My mother and
sister lost their homes, along with many in the community.
The one thing that stands out has truly been the support we
have seen. I wouldn’t wish this on anybody, but I would love
for people to see the support we have received from
everybody from Samaritan’s Purse to churches. Many people
drove for hours with nothing but a pair of gloves asking,
“Where do you want me?”  It was overwhelming, and I just
appreciate that.”

Daryl grew up singing in church and, in his teens, he
started playing guitar. He says, “When I was around sixteen
I lived near Mrs. Loretta Lynn and was close to her family.
It was Loretta who was the first to encourage me in
songwriting. She shared the importance of writing your own
material and working on your craft. So, I started trying to
understand how songs were crafted. I came to realize that

songwriting is part craft and part gift from God. I am thankful
the Good Lord blessed me with the gift, but the craft part is
on me. It’s a lifelong process to be the best songwriter I can.”

Throughout the 1990s, Mosley toured as the lead vocalist
with the much-celebrated Bluegrass group New Tradition. In
2001, he joined the legendary Osborne Brothers. In 2010, he
formed the band The Farm Hands, who quickly became one
of the most awarded acts in Bluegrass music. Yet, the
common thread throughout his career has been the union of
Mosley's picturesque songs and his pure vocal delivery. Music
legends from Tom T Hall and Ronnie Milsap to Bill Gaither
and Dave Loggins have praised both Mosley’s singing talents
and his gifts as a songwriter.

Mosley stepped more directly into the spotlight in 2020
with the release of his first solo project for Pinecastle Records,
“The Secret of Life.” The album traveled all the way to #1 on
the Roots Music Report as did the first single, A Few Years
Ago and the spiritual Do What The Good Book Says. It was a
collection of eleven songs written or co-written by Mosley.

Secret Of Life, the title cut, was derived from a
conversation. “The song came from a guy we just retired as
our barber in Waverly for 67 years,” Mosley reveals. “Great
guy, great story telling - a local historian and still teaches
Sunday School. He is one of the happiest people I have ever
known. One afternoon in his barber chair I asked him about
his happy disposition and the conversation turn into that

With a music career spanning over three
decades, Daryl Mosley continues to engage
the listener in a way that few artists can. He
has garnered seven number one hits and is
the recipient of three ‘Song of the Year’
awards. His songsmith abilities have led to
him being honored twice as ‘Songwriter of
the Year.’ Artists like Lynn Anderson, Bobby
Osborne, Les Butler, The Booth Brothers,
and The Grascals are but a few among many
who have recorded Daryl Mosley songs.

DARYL MOSLEY
Small Town Dreamer

By Robin Tanner
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song.” He adds, “The secret to life for me is about staying
grounded in the things that are important and focus on the
things that truly matter like your spiritual relationship,
relationship with your family, and a good citizen… that sort
of thing.”

Mosley released his sophomore effort in November of
2021. “Small Town Dreamer” features a dozen of his originals
including the nostalgic first single, Transistor Radio as well
as a tribute to the working man called The Last of His Kind
and a haunting telling of the tragic 1978 train derailment and
explosion with The Waverly Train Disaster. He says, “Up
until the flood it was the worst disaster our community had
seen. I was a kid, but I had remembered it differently. I
actually sat down with a few of the survivors, and they
remembered what happened. Our
mayor was one of them. I wanted to
write a song as historically accurate as
I could. I wrote it in a minor key
because I wanted it to be reminiscent of
the disaster ballads of the past like The
Wreck Of The 97 and West Virginia
Mining Disaster. The old songs that
people would pass down from
generation to generation to share those
old stories - I wrote it in that style.”

The new single, Bringing Simple
Back is the theme of the new album.
Daryl says it’s about letting go of the
stress of living in the 21st century and
remembering the sure things life has to
offer and focus on them. “I believe there is a reason why we’re
still watching the Andy Griffith Show. I think that’s because
we identify with it. Maybe we had an experience like that or
wish we had. That’s what I try to do with my songwriting. I
try to tap into the good parts of the small town, wholesome
family values… that sort of thing. Without turning it into a
cliché the people in those places mean so much to me. For
me to be able to tell those stories is very important to me.”

One of Mosley’s chart topping and award winning songs
is He Saw It All as recorded by the Booth Brothers, which has
become a Gospel classic. He shares how it wrote that song.
“I was thinking about Jesus’s earthly ministry. He had to

spend time in small towns, and they probably were like they
are now. You would run into the same people all the time and
see them on a regular basis. Then Jesus would come through
and start healing those people. Then you would see them in
a way you never seen them before. If I had not been able to
walk my whole life and then suddenly my legs would work
as good as anyone the first thing I would do is run as fast as
I could run. The song was done in thirty minutes. God put the
anointing on that one and I am sure proud of that.”

Mosley remembers, “I was blessed to grow up in church
and in a place where I knew about Jesus until I was old enough
to know Him. Having that spiritual foundation in my life from
the beginning was wonderful because it has allowed me to
miss out on some things. My mom was worried when I started

to pursue music because the industry
has a terrible reputation. I never got
drunk and did drugs - things I might
have done otherwise had I not had the
foundation at such an early age.”

Daryl has appeared on musical
stages and venues ranging from the
Grand Ole Opry to the legendary
Bluebird Cafe to even West Point
Military Academy. He has performed
at churches and songwriter events. “If
it’s just me and a guitar you get lots of
stories of the songs that I wrote. It’s like
sitting on the front porch telling stories.
I hope that is what they take away from
it,” he mentions.

Whether you hear Daryl on the radio, on television, or on
the humblest or most renowned of concert stages, the warmth
and sincerity remains constant. You always get a
straightforward approach to songs that have old school values,
faith, slowing down, and appreciating the things in life that
truly matter. It's comfortable. And he wouldn't have it any
other way.

www.darylmosley.com
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The Story Behind the Song
BEACON OF LIGHT by Carol Barham

Staff, Cross Country USA Magazine

Carol explains how the song was born. “It was late
on a Saturday evening when I received a phone
call from my grandson. His voice was filled with

urgency, saying, ‘Grandma pray! Pray now for my brother!’
When I questioned him about what was wrong, he responded
with, ‘It’s bad! You need to pray now!’ I immediately said,
‘I’m on it now.’”

“I began to pray earnestly to God… ‘Father God, work
mightily in this situation by your all-knowing power.’ As I
continued to pray in The Holy Spirit, I felt I needed to go
outside. As I was walking and praying my eyes were closed.
I found myself on the far side of our house, down a slope right
in front of a grove of tall trees. When I opened my eyes, the
sun was blaring down so brightly through the branches. I had
to shut my eyes again. I lifted my hands up in praise. Then is
when I heard a voice from heaven speak to me, saying,
‘Everything’s going to be alright.’ I praised God even more!
These words started coming out of my spirit:

Let your love come shining through
like a beacon in the night

Letting me know everything’s gonna be alright.
I feel the weight of the world come crashing in on me,

I need to feel your love, Lord, shining in on me.
Let your love shine through me like a beacon in the night

Letting others know my wrongs have been made right.
You don’t have to be perfect

for his Love to shine through you.
By his grace and mercy, we can all make it through.

“Honesty, I didn’t know what to do with these words, but
I wrote them down. My thoughts were, ‘no one will
understand what this is talking about.’ Can you believe I even
tried to change it?? But nothing else would work. I finally
said, ‘Okay, God.’ Now I know that the people it resonates
with understand it perfectly! It wasn’t till later the second

verse was penned. To me this is the testimony of the song of
those who have been healed, delivered, and set free. No matter
what your circumstances are this is your desire.”

Beacon Of Light has blessed many hearts and lives. Carol
remembers one particular time when her song made an
impact. “I have had the privilege of ministering to the
Trucking Angels For Christ with Mona Beedle via audio
conference at different times. Believe me it was awesome!
The response from these precious women was so rewarding
for me. Several of them came on the line and testified that
this was ‘just for me. I needed to hear every word you said.’
We all cried and witnessed to one another. I believe this song
has touched many lives while playing on radio and has done
well in several different charts. For that, I am humbly grateful
and to God be the glory!”

“Remember, Matthew 5:14. YOU are the light of the
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. By the way…
my grandson’s name means “beacon of light.” Coincidence?
Never! Only God could put this together, and everything was
alright.”

Singer/Songwriter and MAC Recording artist Carol Barham
started singing from an early age. She has been ministering full
time for over a decade. She and husband Paul Barham are the
founding pastors of Fountain Of Life Church in Vernon, Alabama.
She has three albums to her credit while finding chart success
with several of her single releases including her latest single,

.



DECEMBER 2021 • CROSS COUNTRY USA MAGAZINE 9

May the peace and power of God be with you
throughout 2022, and have a listen to

“Yielded & Still,” charting on the Cross Country USA
Hot 100 and found on Canyon Creek Compilation #58.

Blessings,

Wink Kelso

Servants of Servants Ministries

winchester@solic.net

210-323-2282
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www.gospelmusicfanfair.com

MAY 9 - 14, 2022
CENTER FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT
2292 US HWY 27 • SOMERSET, KY

SIX DAYS AND NIGHTS OF LIVE GOSPEL MUSIC,
FELLOWSHIP, AND FAMILY FUN!

GOSPEL MUSIC
18th

Annual

Featuring these artists and many, many more!

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES • DAILY SHOWCASES • EARLY MATINEES
EVENING CONCERTS • GOSPEL MUSIC FAN AWARDS

Jim sheldon

King james boys

The roarks

The murphys Ava kasich

Pylant family

The cupps

Chuck hancock

Debbie bennett
Troy richardson

The loudermilks
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____________________________________________
FAVORITE SOUTHERN GOSPEL GROUP
____________________________________________
FAVORITE COUNTRY GOSPEL GROUP
____________________________________________
FAVORITE BLUEGRASS GOSPEL GROUP
____________________________________________
FAVORITE SOUTHERN GOSPEL DUET
____________________________________________
FAVORITE COUNTRY GOSPEL DUET
____________________________________________
FAVORITE SOUTHERN GOSPEL SOLOIST
____________________________________________
FAVORITE COUNTRY GOSPEL SOLOIST
____________________________________________
FAVORITE FEMALE VOCALIST
____________________________________________
FAVORITE MALE VOCALIST
____________________________________________
HORIZON FEMALE ARTIST
____________________________________________
HORIZON MALE ARTIST
____________________________________________
HORIZON SOUTHERN GOSPEL GROUP
____________________________________________
HORIZON COUNTRY GOSPEL GROUP
____________________________________________
HORIZON BLUEGRASS GOSPEL GROUP
____________________________________________
FAVORITE CROSSOVER ARTIST
____________________________________________
FAVORITE COMEDIAN

____________________________________________
FAVORITE BAND
____________________________________________
FAVORITE MUSICIAN
____________________________________________
FAVORITE SONGWRITER
____________________________________________
FAVORITE ALBUM
____________________________________________
FAVORITE SONG
____________________________________________
FAVORITE VIDEO
____________________________________________
FAVORITE RADIO STATION
____________________________________________
FAVORITE RADIO PERSONALITY
____________________________________________
FAVORITE TV SHOW
____________________________________________
FAVORITE WEBSITE
____________________________________________
RADIO PROMOTER OF THE YEAR
____________________________________________
CONCERT PROMOTER OF THE YEAR
____________________________________________
PRODUCER OF THE YEAR
____________________________________________
FAITHFUL SERVANT
____________________________________________
LIVING LEGEND

SPECIAL SECTION

The Gospel Music Fan Awards were established in 2005
to honor the legends, acknowledge accomplishments and
recognize fan favorites within the Gospel music industry.
Recipients are decided upon solely by Gospel music fans
and enthusiasts through a two-ballot voting process once
annually. This is the first, the official open nomination ballot.

The second and final ballot listing the top ten nominees
in each category will be published in March 1, 2022. Awards
will be given as winners are announced at the 2022 Gospel
Music Fan Awards program on May 14, 2022, during the
18th annual Gospel Music FanFair in Somerset, KY.

Official 2022 Gospel Music Fan Awards Nomination Ballot
• Please enter only one nominee in each category. • Nomination ballot must be submitted by February 1, 2022 to be counted.

• Only one ballot per person may be submitted. Duplicate ballots will not be counted. Photocopies are not accepted.
• Ballots submitted without required information will not be counted. (First/Last name, address, phone number)

**Alternatively, vote online at www.christianvoicemagazine.com

First/Last Name:______________________________Address:______________________________________

City:_________________State:______Zip:_________Phone:_______________Email:____________________

Mail to: Wilds & Associates • PO Box 147 • Kennedy, AL 35574
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The Legacy & Music of ROY CLARK
Staff, Cross Country USA

Roy Clark was the oldest of five children born
in Meherrin, Virginia. His father, Hester, was a
laborer in sawmills and on the railroad, and
worked sporadically as a musician, playing guitar,
fiddle and banjo - the same instruments his son
would quickly master. His mother, Lillian, played
piano; his brother Dick and sister Jean both
played mandolin and guitar. Mr. Clark began
accompanying his father at local square dances
as an adolescent. By the time he was fourteen
he had won two national banjo championships,
the second of which earned him an invitation to
appear on the Grand Ole Opry.

In his late teens, Mr. Clark, who was also a gifted
athlete and an amateur airplane pilot, pursued a career
in boxing. He enjoyed considerable success as a

professional fighter before settling into life as a musician.
  After having his first hit with The Tips of My Fingers,
Clark followed a stylistically expansive path, recording
albums with artists ranging from the Jazz guitarist Barney
Kessel to the Blues singer, fiddle player and guitarist Clarence
“Gatemouth” Brown.

Over the next two decades he would have Country hits
with versions of songs recorded by artists including Louis
Armstrong, Glenn Miller, Jimmy Durante and Charles
Aznavour, whose Yesterday When I Was Young he placed in
the Country Top 10 and the Pop Top 20 in 1969.
  Roy Clark was the popular longtime host of TV’s Country
music variety show “Hee Haw,” hosting the show from 1969

until 1997. Buck Owens co-hosted the show with Clark until
1986. Instrumental in growing the popularity of Country
music, Clark’s warm, inviting persona helped make him a TV
star. As the co-host of “Hee Haw,” he would perform in
comedy skits and play music with the Million Dollar Band.
Clark was a renowned guitarist and banjo player who
influenced countless Country stars.

Most memorable, perhaps, was his role on the show’s
weekly “pickin’ and grinnin’” segment with his co-host, the
singer and guitarist Buck Owens. A variant of the old
“Arkansas Traveler” routine - a vaudeville set piece that
interspersed humor with music - the segment featured the two
men trading winking rural-themed jokes to the amusement of
an audience that included many urban and suburban viewers
living outside the South.
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“You can go and get educated, but you can come to “Hee
Haw” and get another education,” Mr. Clark said in discussing
the show’s far-reaching popularity in a 2016 NPR interview.
“The critics all said that the only listeners that we had were
Country. And I said, ‘Wait a minute - I was just in New York
City, and I was walking down the street and a guy yells across
and says, “Hey, Roy, I’m a-pickin’. Well, I’m obligated to
say, ‘Well, I’m a-grinnin’.”

Beyond “Hee Haw” and its fictional Kornfield Kounty,
Clark brought Country music to the living rooms and dens of
the American public through his appearances as a regular
guest and occasional guest host on “The Tonight Show
Starring Johnny Carson.”

During the 1960s and ’70s Mr. Clark placed a total of 24
singles in the Country Top 40, nine of them in the Top 10.
Many of his hits include, Thank God And Greyhound, If I Had
To Do It All Over Again, Dueling Banjo (with Buck Trent),
Ghost Riders In The Sky, and many other hits songs and
instrumentals. Clark was named ‘Entertainer of the Year’ at
the 1973 Country Music Association Awards, and ‘Musician
of the Year’ in 1977, 1978 and 1980. His recording of the
Country standard Alabama Jubilee won a Grammy Award
for ‘Best Country Instrumental Performance’ in 1983.
  In August 1983, Mr. Clark played a pivotal role in
establishing Branson, Missouri -  a small town in the Ozark
Mountains - as a tourist destination when he became the first
major Country star to open a music venue there, the 1,500-seat
Roy Clark Celebrity Theater. He published his autobiography,

“My Life - In Spite of Myself!” Clark became a member of
the Grand Ole Opry in 1987 and was inducted into the
Country Music Hall of Fame in 2009.

Roy’s many good deeds on behalf of his fellow man led
to him receiving the 1999 ‘Minnie Pearl Humanitarian of the
Year Award’ from TNN’s Music City News Awards. In
October 2000, he was inducted into the Oklahoma Music Hall
of Fame, and he was actively involved with school children
who attend the Roy Clark Elementary School in Tulsa,
Oklahoma

From his home in Tulsa, where he moved in 1974 with
Barbara, his wife of 61 years, Clark continued to tour
extensively. For Roy and his many loyal fans, performing live
was what it was all about. “Soon as you hit the edge of the
stage and see people smiling and know they’re there to hear
you, it’s time to have fun. I keep a band of great young people
around me, and we’re not musically restrained. It’s not about
‘let’s do it correct’ but ‘let’s do it right.” At the end of each
of Roy’s concerts, he would tell the audience, “We had to
come, but you had a choice. Thanks for being here.”

Roy Clark passed away in at the age of 85 in 2018. His
songs, musicianship, and friendly face on television will leave
a legacy for many generations to come.

Buck Owens (Left) and Roy Clark (Right) ‘Pickin’ and Grinnin’ on
the set of TV’s “Hee Haw” in the 1970s.

YOU LOVE ME ANYWAY
Distributed to radio by Millennium Music Group Visit our Facebook page: "Waves of Faith

Country Gospel" for bookings, videos, and daily
quotes or contact us by phone at (580) 467-0720
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While Grace Anna Rodgers endures a rare form
of dwarfism called Conradi-Hünermann
syndrome, she states, “It is part of who I am,

but it doesn’t define me. I love to sing, dance, play the piano,
act, and do things most kids my age like to do.”

“I have also helped my momma write a book all about
me entitled, “Who Do You See When You Look At Me?””
she adds. “Momma wrote a book called, “Grace Anna Sings,”
that tells my life story up to age seven. We are currently
working on a second book about the last four years.”

Full of life and energy, Grace Anna is eager to introduce
her family. “I have super parents – Jeff and Angela - and the
best big brother ever, Isaiah. “I have two adorable dogs, Jo
Jo and Teddy that complete our family. We love living life
in the wonderful state of Kentucky on our farm.  We’re getting
ready to build a one level house to help me be able to enjoy
all of the house.”

She also mentions, “I love to cook! I have a series, “In
the Kitchen with Grace Anna” I do on my social media
platforms. My favorite thing to cook is Cowgirl Beans. It is
delicious. I love country cooking!”

Grace Anna started singing around fifteen months old.
She explains, “My mother started singing to me when I was

a baby. During hospital stays she would lay beside me and
sing because she couldn't hold me. Singing was the only thing
that calmed me down while I was in the hospital. One of my
favorite songs to sing is Amazing Grace.  Singing sort of
found me, it is a big part of how I express my feelings and
thoughts.”

Even today, Grace Anna turns to singing when she begins
feeling a bit anxious while visiting her doctors. She recalls
one occasion in particular when procedures changed at what
was supposed to be a routine visit with her pediatrician. “My
heartbeat soared to 158 and I started hyperventilating.
Momma told me to sing, to sing from my heart and God would
hear me. I started singing and my heartrate began to come
down and my breathing became normal. When you’re a kid
going through so much medically, the slightest change in
routine can cause super anxiety. I’ve learned singing to God
gets me through those moments.”

Like many singers, Grace Anna has had a variety of
musical influences. As would be obvious by now, her mother
has been the greatest. “My momma sang to me most of my
life. We would sing together at night at bedtime. My momma
sings all the time, so I absorb it daily,” she says. “She doesn’t
really try to train me to sing, she just loves singing with me.

GRACE ANNA
A Bright Light

in a Dark World

“Hey, everybody… this is your girl, Grace
Anna!” With a big smile and always a
cheery disposition, that’s how the eleven-
year-old social media sensation greets her
1.4 million Facebook followers. She
proudly declares her love for God, family,
and friends and, to the delight of her
audience, she shares her life and her music
with fans all over the world.

By Robin Tanner
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I think most of it is talent given to me by God. I’ve never had
voice lessons or time set aside to work on my singing, it is
just a gift God has blessed me with.”

Grace Anna says she loves all kinds of music, even some
of the early music of a younger Justin Bieber. But one of her
favorites today is the music of Christian recording artist, Zach
Williams.

To date, Grace Anna has undergone thirteen surgeries,
numerous tests, and other procedures as well as physical and
occupational therapy. In 2019, she wore a spica cast
for four months. She states, “Although these are
tough things, I refuse to let them get me down. It is
hard to travel and sing when I face so many surgeries
and health issues. One day, I hope to be able to go
from my wheelchair and walk across the room all on
my own. Today, my surgery list is empty until I’m
finished growing. After I’m done growing, there is
a possibility I will have to have a big surgery on my
spine.”

The Rodgers family - Parents Jeff and Angela
Rodgers, and siblings Grace Anna and Isaiah - has
been doing their best to help communities around the
country include people with disabilities in all aspects
of life. They are starting the Grace Anna’s Best Life
Foundation to help enable people with disabilities to
have the tools and encouragement to live the best life
possible. “I love to inspire others through my story,”
says Grace Anna. “Like so many of you out there, I
have moments that are hard to overcome, but with
my faith, family, and friends, I truly believe the
impossible can be possible.”

She adds, “I love meeting kids like me who sometimes
don’t get to do all the fun stuff because they are going through
so much medically or can’t do it physically. Seeing how my
music connects to them brings me to tears.  So many kids live
very tough lives, in and out of hospitals. I know how they
feel. I also know they deserve to live the fullest life and be
given a chance to be happy.”

At only eleven years old, Grace Anna is a singer, author,
inspirational speaker, entertainer, and warrior. As such, she
has been blessed with many highlights at an early age. “It was
great to be in a Shriner’s commercial with my favorite

medical guy, Ron. I love being in front of the camera and
being able to hang with Ron made it even better.” She adds,
“I also was honored to sing for our veterans. They are heroes.
If I can bring joy to veterans, it makes my day!  Of course,
everybody remembers when I told Naomi Judd to quit singing
Amazing Grace to me on national TV. I was four! I didn’t
know she was a Queen of Country music! I would love to
meet her again, maybe even do a duet. She gave me a big
basket of Sesame Street toys, I sure did love Abby Cadabby

then! I’ve appeared on the Katie Couric Show, Huckabee and
many, many others.” A big dream of Grace Anna’s is
traveling the world singing and sharing her story. She would
also love to sing on the Grand Ole Opry. This writer happens
to believe that dream will become a reality one day!

Grace Anna recently released This Little Light of Mine
with Tyler Stephens.  She admits, “This song really describes
me, I’m going to let my light shine no matter what.  I know
you may have heard this song before, but I don’t think you’ve
ever heard it this way. I also have a message at the end for
everyone.” And she’s just getting started. She reveals, “Right

The Rodgers Family
L-R: Angela, Grace Anna, Jeff, Isaiah

A music distribution and promotional service developed for radio
programmers, music industry professionals and artists.

ARTISTS…Get your releases to thousands of radio stations and music industry decision makers.
TowerTunes is not only a digital distribution platform, we are also one of the very few music
services that still sends physical CD compilations to radio programmers who prefer this format.
Optionally, not only do we distribute your music, we actively promote it and track airplay and
charting success. But radio is only the beginning. We can also distribute your music to major
online digital retailers such as Amazon Music, iTunes / Apple Music, and more.

www.towertunes.com
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now I am working on a couple of releases for 2022 and a full
album in 2023.  It is music I love and some of it is even songs
momma and I wrote.”

Grace Anna genuinely enjoys meeting her fans. She says,
“I have the sweetest people who support me.  It really touches
my heart to hear how my singing has helped people. I also
like being a voice for people with disabilities.  One day, I
hope people will see past disabilities and look at what we can
do instead of focusing on what we can’t.”

Although Grace Anna has loved the Lord from a very
early age, it wasn’t until last summer that she officially invited
Jesus into her heart. She shares her experience, “I felt this
incredible tug on my heart. I knew God was calling me, I
couldn’t ignore it. I got saved, and my daddy and I were
baptized together.”

Speaking with the faith of a true believer, she says, “I am
so thankful, God has given me a wonderful life. It is His joy
that lives within me. Even when times get tough, I know I
have Jesus. When things don’t go like I want them to, I still
have Jesus. And I am so blessed to have my family and
friends.”

While the child-like charm is endearing for a young lady
her age, Grace Anna also speaks with a level of maturity
beyond her years. “The big thing for me is that people realize
God’s glory can be shown through anybody if they let Him
move in them. Just because someone is in a wheelchair or has
dwarfism like I do doesn’t mean God put us here for no
reason. He put us here to serve His purpose. I am not a mistake
or disease; I am a child of God. He gave me life, a life with
purpose. I am meant to be here and have God given talents
that make me who I am. I am not a disability, I am a girl who
loves to sing, cook, dance, act, and do whatever God wants
me to do. I matter and so do all those out there who don’t fit
the “normal” mold of the world. The world has such a
tendency to tell people they have to look a certain way or
sound a certain way to be in the music industry. To me, it is
about feeling something in your soul when you hear my
music, it’s about heart and love. It isn’t a show, it is soulful
expression of my heart.  God gave music to heal my heart and
give me hope, I want to do that for others.”

Words of faith and grace from a wise young lady and,
indeed, God is using Grace Anna and her family to touch lives
for the glory of God! As she often reminds her fans, “I’ve got
a light in my heart and it shines for Jesus!”

www.graceannasings.org

Thanks for playing

I AM BLESSED
on Millennium Music Group Comp. Vol. #106

www.thewaymasters.com

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

WWW.JIMSHELDONMUSIC.COM
WWW.BEVMcCANNANDFRIENDS.COM

INFORMATION: 615.299.6659

Thanks for making
GOD IS LOOKING AT MY HEART
#19 on the Cross Country USA Hot 100

Jim
The

Positive
Cowboy



JANUARY 2022  •  CROSS COUNTRY USA MAGAZINE  17

MAC RECORDS RECORDING ARTIST • SINGER & SONGWRITER

Special thanks to DJs for playing and charting
BEACON OF LIGHT

on Hey Ya’ll Media Comp. Vol. 02-21
#11 on the Cross Country USA Hot 100

Look for Carol’s music on iTunes, Amazon, Spotify and more!

Phone: 205-712-0721 • Email: carol_g_barham@yahoo.com
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Canyon Creek Records • 15661 Hwy 64 E • Tyler, TX 75707 • (903) 566-3347
www.canyoncreekrecords.com

The George Jones Restaurant and
Museum Closing

In a recent post on Instagram,
ownership stated the decision was
made following a "difficult 2 years."
"From the pandemic (and the starts
and stops there) all the way through
to the 2nd Ave bombing one year
ago - we have fought for what is right
for our loyal staff and local partners,"

the post reads. "As many business owners know, between the
workforce shortages and difficulty with consistency of products,
it is a challenge day to day (to say the least) to make a business
viable."

Contents of the museum will find another home, the post
stating, "there will be more to come on where this exhibit will
land next."

"We would like to extend a big THANK YOU to all of the fans,
guests, staff (present and past) local partners and friends that
have come through our doors over the last few years," the post
states. "We feel so fortunate to have shared terrific memories,
food, drink and music."

Rhonda Vincent Receives Her Eighth Grammy
Nomination for ‘Best Bluegrass Album’

Grammy-winning Queen of Bluegrass Rhonda Vincent
receives her eighth Grammy nomination for ‘Best Bluegrass
Album’ (“Music Is What I See.”) The album was produced by
Rhonda Vincent and engineered by Grammy-winning engineer
Joey Crawford. Rhonda’s Grammy-winning band “The Rage”
shared their world-class musicianship for the project. The songs
included were written by writers from the Songwriter’s Hall of
Fame, Writers of the Year, Grand Ole Opry stars, and the first-ever
Bluegrass version of the classic, Unchained Melody.

“This is the first time I was able to devote two years to a
project,” stated Vincent. "It started with riding around Nashville,
Tennessee with Grand Ole Opry star Jeannie Seely. Jeannie started

singing a song she had just
written with Erin Enderlin and
Bobby Tomberlin. I instantly
loved the song and found the
first opportunity to get in the
studio to record it, along with
Songwriter Hall of Famer Mike
Dekle’s Music's What I See.”

"Every song, every note,
and every element was
carefully chosen, sang, played,
and created - two years in the
making. After the many hours
of singing, playing, and recording, "Thank you to everyone who
contributed. Thank you to all our friends at the Recording
Academy - The Grammys - for this incredible honor."

Reba Opens Restaurant and
Entertainment Venue, Reba’s Place

Reba McEntire is opening her restaurant and entertainment
venue in Atoka, Oklahoma this year called Reba’s Place. Reba
shared her big news during a show at the Choctaw Grand Theater
in Durant, Oklahoma inviting Chief Gary Batton of the Choctaw
Nation of Oklahoma to the stage to help her with the
announcement.

"I'm very excited to announce Reba's Place opening in Atoka,
Oklahoma later in 2022!" the singer writes in a social media post
after also sharing her brand-new venue's social media handle so
that fans can follow along as her new enterprise gets up and
running.

Reba's Place is a partnership with the city of Atoka and the
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, and during his remarks onstage,
Chief Batton expressed his community's excitement surrounding
their new venture with the Country music superstar.

"We are partnering with the greatest female Country singer
of all time to bring Reba's restaurant to Atoka, Oklahoma," he said,
as the crowd responded with cheers. In conjunction with the
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announcement, McEntire
and the Chief also unveiled
an artistic rendering of the
building's facade.

"We're really tickled,
we're very excited about it.
It's gonna have great food,
family atmosphere, a
bandstand in there where
we can do a little pickin'
and grinnin' and singin',
and we're hoping…
around September 2022 .... that we'll be ready for serving you
guys, to come up and see us," McEntire went on to say.

A press release reveals more details about Reba's Place, which
is being constructed in a century-old Masonic Temple and will
feature two stories of dining and entertainment. Menu items will
take cues from McEntire's personal tastes and storied career in
Country music. For example, guests can order the "Fancy" steak
dinner, as well as McEntire's favorite, pinto beans and corn bread.

"I’m very excited to be opening a place so close to my roots,"
the singer reflects. “The Choctaw Nation and the city of Atoka are
wonderful partners and I can’t wait to welcome our first guests
to Reba’s Place. We are working very hard to create something
not only for the local community, but that will also bring in folks
from across the country."

Randy Travis New Documentary “More Life” Coming Soon
Randy Travis’ new documentary "More Life" chronicles Travis'

life from his early days to his career peak and his battle back from
his near fatal stroke.

Travis is a skilled catfish
cook who loves horses and ice
cream are a few details people
learned about the singer
recently when the music
community gathered at the
Country Music Hall of Fame to
view his new documentary
“More Life.” Those personal
morsels came before the
showing as friends stood
around sharing memories.

“More Life” does a deep dive into Travis’ life that starts
in 2012 with the last footage of him singing his hits,
including Deeper Than the Holler, Diggin’ Up Bones and Three
Wooden Crosses before his 2013 debilitating stroke. The
movie hopscotches between the past and present to weave
the heartbreaking, inspirational story that’s become his life.

“What he’s achieving right now goes way beyond a
career,” said Shaun Silva, who produced “More Life.” “This is
the will and strength of a man to get better.”

Viewers meet Travis’ longtime producer Kyle Lehning
and former Warner Music Nashville A&R executive Martha
Sharp who gave him a record deal. “When we made the first

album, neither of us knew we were going to sell 5 million albums,”
Lehning said. “Forty thousand was my target.”

Lehning also shared personal stories. The producer likened
him to old western television stars with his quick draw gun skills
and recalled how someone tossed a cell phone in the air, and
Travis shot a hole in it. The singer likes Pop music less than cell
phones. Lehning said when Travis discovered he made the Top 5
on an all-genre music chart, he wanted his song removed. He
thought the chart was for Pop songs, but when Travis realized it
recognized all types of music, he was okay with it. “Randy Travis
would have rather been a traditional Country failure than he
would have been a success in any other kind of music,” Lehning
said.

The filming process started about a decade ago when Silva
began recording footage of Travis for a made-for-tv music special.
Recording halted when Travis suffered his stroke. Because Silva
was working on the special, he had cataloged hours of
performance and interview recordings in the months leading up
to the stroke. Travis’ last unimpaired moments were captured and
shared in “More Life.”

The documentary also follows his fight back to health. His
wife, Mary Travis, shares that doctors told her to turn off life
support. When she asked Travis about it, she said a single tear slid
down his face, and he squeezed her hand. She knew he wanted
to keep fighting. She also revealed the emotional moment he got
back on his horse following his release from the hospital. “He’s
stubborn,” she said. “I don’t know if you know that about him.”

In 2021, Travis celebrated 35 years of mainstream success
and 35 years as a Grand Ole Opry member. He was named a CMT
Artist of a Lifetime and with 16 million likes and 2.5 million
followers, Country radio dubbed him the Country king of TikTok.
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Contact: 903-520-6120 or 903-566-4366
www.terrydavismusic.com

DWAYNE
Campbell

Special thanks to DJs for playing my music!
Thanks for charting “THIRSTY”
on Canyon Creek Records Comp. Vol. #56

Email: dfenderplayer@gmail.com • Phone: 936.648.4508
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“It went from a TV music special to a documentary about the
toughest man I’ve ever met in my life,” Silva said. “That’s the
story.” Distribution for “More Life” will be announced in the
coming months.

Love From Music City’s ‘A Very Merry Music City Christmas’
Provides Food, Clothing, Toys, Entertainment

to Middle Tennessee Foster Kids

Love From Music City hosted their 10th Annual event, “A Very
Merry Music City Christmas,” welcoming over 150 Sumner County
foster children. Love From Music City is the exclusive Christmas
provider for all foster children in Sumner County. The party takes
on a new theme each year, with this year’s theme being “A Very
Merry Music City Christmas.” The event included live
entertainment from Country music artists Shane Owens and JD
Shelburne, plus carnival games and of course, Santa! Meals were
provided for the foster children and their parents.

The entire second floor was transformed into a huge toy
store, thanks to the generous donations from local businesses
who have allowed Love From Music City to set up toy collection
boxes inside their businesses. At the toy store each child, up to
age 18, was able to choose five items of their choice. In addition,
they received eleven essential items such as a new pillow,
pillowcase, blanket, gloves, a coat, shoes, backpack, socks,
toiletries, and a stuffed animal.

“A Very Merry Music City Christmas” was made possible
through funds received throughout the year and the Love From
Music City's annual gala that was held on October 5, 2021. Special
guests at the event included Pam Tillis, JD Shelburne, Buddy
Jewell, Marty Raybon, Devon O’Day, Cherish Lee, Tim Atwood, JD
Shelburne, Charlene Tilton, and Crystal Gayle who was the
recipient of this year’s Bill Anderson Icon Award. The event raised
over $35,000 in donations throughout the magical evening.
According to the Tennessee Alliance for Kids, about 8,000 kids are
in the state’s foster care system and less than 4,000 homes are
available. To see how you can partner for the Christmas
celebration next year, contact www.lovefrommusiccity.com.

Entertainment Industry Veteran
Gene Higgins Comes Out Of Retirement

Industry veteran Gene Higgins
is making a comeback in the
entertainment world since retiring.
Higgins has years of expertise and
experience including roles as an
executive producer of twenty major
ICM and CCMA award shows,
founder of the Christian
Inspirational Country Music
Association, Editor-in-Chief of Power
Source Magazine and HMG
Nashville, a radio compilation disc service, concept video
producer, and more. He has decided to dedicate this new
adventure to the memory of his wife, Brenda, who recently passed
from a three-year cancer battle. She also had major involvement
in CCMA, ICM, and Power Source Magazine.

With this new journey, the new ‘Gene Higgins Consulting
Firm’ will consult, produce, direct, and distribute independent
and major motion picture productions across multiple media
verticals, including MC1 Nashville, Dark Lonesome Films, Parade
Stormer Productions, and more.

“I want to experience and empower the hands-on job of a
film producer to learn all the tricks of the trade,” shares Higgins.
“Then, I plan to create the ‘Music City Movie Network’ to give a
permanent home to independent films and to create the first
‘Galaxy Independent Motion Picture Awards’ show. In the near
future, I will be meeting with investors and partners to bring the
vision and dream to reality. It’s our goal to start at the top, not the
bottom.”

Higgins will also continue to consult and work with broadcast
media and creatives in all genres of music including labels,
songwriters, publishers, and associations to develop “A Better
Road To Travel In The Music Business.” Higgins has been working
with a high-tech firm since retirement to improve a network
beneficial to all. Higgins is looking forward to everything 2022
has in store!

Charley Pride’s Chart-Topping Single Kiss An Angel Good
Mornin’ Celebrates 50th Anniversary

Country music legend and
trailblazer Charley Pride’s hit
single Kiss An Angel Good
Mornin’ is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year. After
being released in 1971, the
song quickly became Pride’s
most well-known and beloved
song to date and ended up
topping the charts. The sweet
tune marked his eighth #1 song
on the Country singles chart. It
also reached the Top 40 on the

Pop charts, peaking at #21 on the Billboard Hot 100, and went
into the Top Ten of the Adult Contemporary charts and #19 on
the U.S. Cash Box Top 100. Pride shares the secret to love through
the lyrics of Kiss An Angel Good Mornin,’ proving why it’s remained
a classic Country hit that stands the test of time.

Love From Music City Welcomed Over 150 Foster Children
From Sumner County At Their 10th Annual Foster Care
Christmas Party: ‘A Very Merry Music City Christmas’

Photo by: Tanya Long /Reflections By Tanya
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We proudly present these great Christian artists
and their newly released songs at radio now.

(903) 566-3347 • tommysmith4christ@juno.com

Sonshine Road
My good friend Jack Whitaker called me a few years back, with excitement in his voice, and was
bragging on a new Christian vocal duo he had just finished producing a full project on. Jack sent
me a few MP3’s off the project by email. He then asked me what category of Christian music I
thought their style was. I told him that was easy, they were true Country, with a touch of Bluegrass.
I liked what I heard, and I told Jack this style was coming back really strong. They call themselves
Sonshine Road. The duo consists of the husband and wife team of Kevin and Rachelle Nelson.
These two are the nicest, hardworking, always helping others, outgoing couple that you will ever
meet. Their latest release to radio Rain In The Desert is performed by Rachelle Nelson. She really
puts her heart and soul into this song. Rain In The Desert by Sonshine Road is now out to radio
on Canyon Creek Records Compilation Volume 58. Also, be sure and listen to their nationally
syndicated radio show, “Saddle Up with Sonshine Road.” It’s a joy to listen to.

Barbara Fairchild /Glen Campbell
Jezebel is a song written by two of the greatest singers/songwriters
of our time, Barbara Fairchild and her great friend the late Glen
Campbell. Jezebel is a Biblical story that reminds us of the powerful
and poisoning evil spirit that a human can receive if we let her in and
fall for her lies. Barbara told me when she read a book about Jezebel,
it opened her eyes to the fact that the same evil spirit is alive and well
in this world today. She said God started dictating to her, word by
word, the lyrics warning of this evil spirit. Barbara called her good
friend Glen Campbell and read him the lyrics. She then explained to
him how God gave her the lyrics, but she was having trouble writing
the musical melody. Glen then asked her if he could help co-write the
song by adding the melody and musical arrangement to the song. Glen told Barbara that he had danced with that spirit at one point in
his life and knew firsthand how it can destroy a man’s soul. Glen said he was so thankful to God for His Mercy and Grace. He delivered
me from that spirit and set me free from its bondage. The song has a tremendous message and Barbara says it saddens her heart that it
wasn’t released to radio before Glen left this world to join the family of God in heaven. She said, “I know he will be proud that we are
finally getting it out to radio.” Like Barbara, Glen was a devoted born again Christian. We at Canyon Creek Records are very proud
to be the first to release Jezebel on Compilation volume 58 now out to radio. Remember the spirit of Jezebel is still among us. Deny
and rebuke it. If you let it in, it will destroy you spiritually.

Faith Country Band
I have spent twenty-two years working hard to see Christian Country/Country Gospel Music
become a strong part of the Christian Radio family. I have seen so many talented artists come
and go in those twenty-two years. Many of those artists and DJ’s forgetting that this industry
is yet another tool to reach those who do not know Christ and for the Christians that do know
HIM to have an alternative for their music entertainment. This is a ministry, not a stardom
industry. I can honestly say that our industry has blossomed to the top. Many mainstream
Country Radio stations are including our music in their format and playlists. The reason for
this is because of the outstanding artists, musicians, songwriters, and promoters that have
worked hard to release quality songs that truly bless the listening audience. Faith Country
Band is a good example of the outstanding groups and bands that make our industry shine.
Their hearts are to reach the non-believer through the message and musicianship of their

recordings. Faith Country Band’s sound is not dated but is truly for the Country Music lovers of today. Their lyrics are simple, yet
they will reach your soul. A great song is a song with a good story and performed by anointed story tellers. Faith Country Band has
all those qualities. Their new release to radio “God’s Guitar” is outstanding. DJ’s, I believe you will want to add this song to your
playlist. “God’s Guitar” on Canyon Creek Records Compilation Volume 58 is now out to radio. If you have not received this
Compilation or this song, please call us at 903-566-3347 and we will make sure you get it. Always remember that God is love, so let
God’s love show through you in all you do.
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Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

For radio distribution, call 205-662-4826
Booking: (816) 726-4759

Thanks for playing and
charting

SHE’S A
DADDY’S GIRL
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The Homeless KidThe Homeless Kid
Who Found His WayWho Found His Way

The real-life story of Country
music star Jimmy Wayne Is a
miracle who survived being

hungry and homeless, bouncing in and
out of the foster care system, and
sleeping in the streets. But he didn’t
just overcome great adversity in his
life; he now uses his Country music
platform to help children everywhere,
especially teenagers in foster care who
are about to age out of the system.

The songs and story of the former foster kid turned award-
winning Country recording artist highlight his mission to raise
awareness for children in foster care. Jimmy’s hits include Stay
Gone, Paper Angels, I Love You This Much and Do You Believe
Me Now, which earned BMI’s prestigious Million-Air Award
for receiving more than one million radio spins in America. In
2009, Jimmy toured with Brad Paisley and recorded Sara Smile
with Rock ‘n’ Roll Hall of Fame duo Daryl Hall and John Oates.

Jimmy walked halfway across America (from Nashville to
Phoenix) in 2010 to raise awareness for kids aging out of the
foster care system. While walking, he wrote the Christmas novel
“Paper Angels” (2011, Simon & Schuster). In 2012, Jimmy
lobbied to pass legislative bills extending the age of foster care
from 18 to 21 in California and Tennessee which has now grown
to 23 states.
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In 2013, Jimmy’s first film, “Paper Angels” (UPtv)
became an instant holiday classic and in 2014 he released
“Walk to Beautiful: The Power of Love” and “A Homeless
Kid Who Found the Way” (2014, Thomas Nelson/Harper
Collins) which became a three-time New York Times
bestseller, crossing the 170,000 sales milestone in early 2019,
and became a #1 Bestseller at Amazon.

Twenty years later the song
Paper Angels, which was co-
written with Don Sampson, the
novel, the movie, and Jimmy’s
inspiring story is leaving a lasting
impact with families and fans
everywhere.  Jimmy recalls, “I felt
like it was a gift. God was telling
me to write the song. I knew He
had big plans for it. When God puts
something on your heart like Paper
Angels, for instance, It was an idea
that I knew in my heart of hearts it
had to be shared for the many
struggling families, single moms
and dads. When God plants that
seed in your life do not ever let
anyone tell you it’s crazy or
foolishness. Go after and chase it
until you catch it.” The 20th
Anniversary of Paper Angels was celebrated in December
with a movie screening, meet & greets, and a special
performance and stories on the impact of the song by Jimmy
Wayne. The event was held at the historic Oldham Theater
in downtown Winchester, Tennessee.

The story of Jimmy Wayne could have gone in a different
direction, but God had other plans. He shares, “My past
motivated me because it was something I didn’t want to go
back to. I knew where I had come from. It was a lifestyle of
crime and poverty and hunger, and I wanted out! I got out,
but I didn’t by myself because I had people who helped me.
However, I did it also because I worked hard. People were
helping me because I helped myself with that, I was able to
come out alright. Those experiences make me who I am today.
You can use them as a stumbling block or steppingstone.”

Jimmy offers encouragement to foster kids and their
families. “If the kids could make a difference in their own
lives they would. The people that can make a difference in
their lives are the adults. I would say please get out and help
those kids. It also comes back to the kids helping themselves.
You have to help yourself if you expect it to work. In other
words, you have to work, and you can’t expect to get it free.
You have to work for everything you get. If you have that
mindset of I am going to work hard, stay focused, and not be
around people that get in trouble. Stay in school and pursue
your dreams. Get focused and find out what you want to do
with your life. Mine was music and I really worked at it.  You
have to practice every single day. No one is going to give you

a record deal, a basketball scholarship, or a nursing degree if
you don’t work at it.”

Jimmy mentions the help from those God put in his path
with teachers, guidance counselors, and a couple that would
change his life forever. He says, “The greatest thing that
happened in my life was when Bea and Russell Costner let
me move into their home and that was the turning point in my

life. I went from being homeless to
being able to go back to school,
being able to pursue my dream and
go to college, that is the greatest
thing that has ever happened to me
in my life.” You can read more
about them in the Autobiography,
“Walk To Beautiful.”

Jimmy says the Walk Across
America is a special memory in his
life. “It was the most incredible
thing I have ever done. I think
about that walk every single day. I
miss being on the back roads of
America meeting many people.
Then meeting the kids who were
recipients of that walk. Had I not
done the walk chances are that bill
in Tennessee would not have
passed and the kids would have

aged out at 18. Some kids would have been homeless or in
jail, or in sex trafficking. It gave me the opportunity to go to
the capital on behalf of those children. I spoke that day at the
capital like I was never going to speak again.” He adds, “Then
to meet those kids and ten years later I met a boy who was a
direct recipient of that walk. He was getting ready to age out
and was allowed to stay in the system three more years. He
turned into a productive citizen, married, and has a family
working with the state of Tennessee.”
  “I have done everything I set out to do and my heart’s
desire has been fulfilled. I have gotten a record deal. I done
everything but I never have been completely satisfied until I
realized all this was given to me by God. My goal is to point
people to Him. You didn’t have that record deal to be a star,
you had it to be a light.  A star shines its light so others can
find their way. That’s why I believe God gave me all those
experiences, hunger, abuse and all that stuff. People say I just
don’t believe that. I do! I can tell you I made it through all of
that and you can make it through all you are going through
right now. It comes down to your relationship with God.
That’s all that really matters when all this stuff is over with.
That’s it!”

Jimmy has shared his story, The Power Of One, around
the world as a keynote speaker and has performed on the
Grand Ole Opry 224 times. He lives in Nashville and
continues to work tirelessly on behalf of at-risk foster youth.

www.jimmywayne.com



JESUS IS THE SAME
IN CALIFORNIA
Written by Lloyd Goodson

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

For booking information, call
325-998-3789
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Donna
Kilmurray

Thank you DJs for charting my new release,

LET JESUS DO THE TALKING
#71 on the Cross Country USA Hot 100

Donna Kilmurray Ministries
www.DonnaKilmurray.com • Phone: 816-237-6724

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP
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TM LM SONG TITLE ARTIST
1 3 Lost And Found Chuck Hancock
2 5 Tell Me One More Time About Jesus Mary James
3 4 CDB (A Tribute to Charlie Daniels) James Payne
4 19 Bright New Morning Marty Raybon
5 10 Use To Be A Honky Tonk Man Steve Warren & Ken Mellons
6 13 Who You Are Murphys
7 23 Free Rex Robards
8 14 Bottle Of Tears Jerry Day
9 17 Dash Between The Dates Dixie Revival
10 25 She's A Daddy's Girl Lonnie Hardy
11 16 Beacon Of Light Carol Barham
12 20 I Am Blessed Waymasters
13 1 Turn To Jesus Bill Baker
14 22 What If You’re Wrong Mike Walker
15 6 Somehow You Do Reba McEntire
16 18 A Rose Among The Thorns Judy Bailey
17 27 Come and Dine William Lee Golden & The Goldens
18 2 His Sweetest Gift Buddy and Ina Gore
19 21 God Is Looking At My Heart Jim Sheldon
20 7 Satan Can't Stand  Where The Blood Is Applied  Terry Davis
21 11 I Whatn't Ready Yet Chris Golden
22 30 Blank Page Delnora
23 38 Thirsty Dwayne Campbell
24 33 I See The Son Terry & Debra Luna
25 36 In The Sweet By And By Dolly Parton & Friends
26 15 T-I-M-E Jimmy R Price
27 35 Glory Cloud Deano Graham
28 38 Nothing But The Blood Of Jesus Carrie Underwood
29 8 You Are There Jeff Arrandale
30 49 The Great Speckled Bird Joanne Cash & Crystal Gayle
31 9 Count The Stars Jan Harbuck
32 41 Rockin' With Jesus John Penney
33 48 What Will It Take (For A Man To Be Wrong) Greg McDougal
34 57 I Took A Walk Back To Jesus Tommy Smith
35 63 Going Home Look Reed Brothers
36 12 Made You For Me Johnathan Len with Brinn Black
37 98 Family And Faith Mitchell Whisnant
38 24 Praying In The Moonlight Kenneth Cole
39 60 Blessed His Soul To Sing Danny L Thomas
40 54 Almighty God Marvin Harrell
41 77 Jesus Is The Same In California Tommy Horton
42 28 Thank You God Kent Gill
43 56 Mercy Walked In Ron Hemphill
44 51 Homeless Man Mike Wellman
45 72 I'll Never Understand His Love Don Stiles
46 66 The Power Debbie Bergeron
47 67 He Rescues Me Tim Fulgham
48 64 I'm Still Gonna Love You Becky Braun
49 32 Reach Down From Heaven Joy Roberts
50 88 God Is Faithful Genesis

TM LM SONG TITLE ARTIST
51 46 There Will Come A Day Lisa Daggs
52 100 He's Holding My Hand New Salem
53 59 Life Is Short Kenny Hatcher
54 70 Mercy Met Grace Kristina Cornell
55 26 Two Steppin' To The Pearly Gates Michael Knight & James Payne
56 39 Find Jesus Now LizzyG
57 85 If The Good Lord's Willin’  Heather Thomas Van Deren
58 45 Come To Me Webster Brothers
59 78 Healing Cindy Hughlett
60 42 Don't Lose Your Faith Paul Tuttle
61 76 Sure Is Hot Here In Heaven Lyle Manring
62 82 I Like Trains  Larry Wilson
63 75 Little Church I Grew Up In Debbie Mills
64 84 Like An Eagle Gina White
65 – Fire Insurance Michael Knight
66 79 Love Them Back Harold Ross Watkins
67 44 On The Back Row Stephen Jones
68 62 A Man Like Me Rescued
69 65 Mom Ken Harrell
70 87 It Is Love Pardoned
71 – Let Jesus Do The Talking Donna Kilmurray
72 47 Be Strong In The Lord Candy & Jeremy
73 50 My Father's Daughter Mary Burke
74 97 I Never Said Goodbye Jamie Coulter
75 71 You Love Me Anyway Dale Rochell
76 – Unashamed To Say His Name Mike Leichner
77 73 It's Your Love Tamatha Hurst
78 90 Did I Make A Difference Caleb Howard
79 53 Somewhere Over The Rainbow (God Abides) Cathy Rauch
80 – Stood On That Rock Troy Richardson
81 99 The Wrong Kind Of Water Johnny Jones
82 – He Will Give You Rest Ben Coulter
83 92 When Love Wins Kali Rose
84 95 I Don't Have Time Williamson Branch
85 83 I Love to Hear The Story   Randy Day
86 – If That Hadn't Been There Jack Gafford
87 – Walkin’ Tall With Jesus Debbie White
88 96 You Are Debra Shultz
89 – All I Have To Offer Tina Wakefield
90 – Yielded And Still Wink Kelso
91 – Look What The Lord Has Done Roy Anderson
92 – All I Need To Know Jonathan Ray Smith
93 – Jezebel Barbara Fairchild & Glen Campbell
94 – Rain In The Desert Sonshine Road
95 – Boogie For Jesus Luke Hendrickson
96 94  Love Will Roll The Clouds Away Todd Lee
97 – Where Could I Go Sawyer Family Band
98 – God's Guitar Faith Country Band
99 – It' Won't Be Long Steve Roberson
100 – Stand Still And See Kenny Keith

OFFICIAL CHRISTIAN COUNTRY TOP 100 - JANUARY 2022

Millennium Music Group is one of few radio music
service companies still sending compilations to charting
and non-charting radio stations. If you are looking for a
reputable, full-service radio promotion company that
serves Country and Gospel music stations, contact us

today for a free, no obligation consultation. We guarantee
professional service and low rates. For your next radio

single release, choose Millennium Music Group.

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

PO Box 147 • Kennedy, AL 35574 / Phone: 205-662-4826
www.millenniummusicgroup.com

Radio Distribution and Promotion
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Thanks for making

LOST AND FOUND

www.chuckhancock.com
Bookings: Terry Beene, 214-695-9775

Chuck Hancock Enterprises, Inc.
P.O. Box 756 • Sandersville, Ga. 31082
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Spotlight on young Christian Country artists

By Deborah Baliles

There are different ways to a career. Some
will choose and pursue a career, while for
others the career chooses them. Having the
talent to sing at age four and the ability to
play guitar at age six, leaves little doubt that
a music career certainly chose Isaac Cole.

ISAAC COLE

With the mentoring of dad, Frank, and mom,
Cheryl, and the backing of sister, Mikayla,
Isaac had the best of all support systems.

Homeschooled from first grade to graduation, music was a
huge part of his education. Knowing the limitations of
growing up on a farm in a rural Northwestern Pennsylvania
community, the family traveled all over the country in pursuit
of Isaac’s dream. Although, childhood memories will always
take him back to the days of hunting, fishing, four-wheeling,
and racing.

As a child, Isaac would begin singing in local churches
and church camp. Family friend, Von McCommons would
promote Isaac to sing during intermission, wherever their
Southern Gospel group was performing. Von was also the
church bandleader, and when Isaac joined the band, he and

Von wrote the song, Just A Kid specifically for and about
Isaac. Cowboy Church, at its one-year anniversary service, is
where Isaac would meet Tommy Brandt. Isaac was five.

Isaac would sing to Tommy’s music tracks, that he
provided, until about the age of ten. At which time, Tommy
suggested that he record an album of his own music. Playing
in the local band, In Transition, Isaac learned harmony and
electric guitar lead. At age eleven, Tommy produced the Isaac
Cole album, “Country Boy,” including his first written work,
God’s A Country Boy Too.

Later travelling with his sister, the duo performed at
concerts, churches, festivals, and rodeos. It was a family affair
once more as sister sang, dad worked the sound, and mom
was booking and managing merchandise; all sharing the task
of carrying and setting up equipment.

Watch for my new single,
JEZEBEL

with special guest, the late
Glen Campbell

Email : royboy5@msn.com
Website : www.barbarafairchild.com

Phone : (417) 334-6400
Mailing Address : P.O. Box 2287 • Branson, MO 65615
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Becoming involved with the Inspirational Country Music
Association, Isaac won the ‘Youth in Music’ award, as well
as touring Southern California with Dennis Agajanian. He
would go on to be the second youngest solo artist inductee
member of the Wheeling Jamboree (Brad Paisley was the
youngest). Isaac became the youngest recipient of the ICM
award, ‘New Artist of the Year.’

Isaac also made it onto American Idol, season XVI. Isaac
cherishes that special time. “Jennifer Lopez said I was her
favorite from the Philadelphia auditions, and Keith Urban
signed my guitar, put his arm around my shoulder, and walked
me out after I had gotten three yeses and a golden ticket!”
Isaac made it through Hollywood Week and landed in the top
fifty-one, barely missing the live show rounds.

After Idol, Isaac focused on his third music project, “I’m
Your Huckleberry.” The brother sister duo’s Where He Needs
Her (co-written with Corey Lee Barker) was recorded in
memory of their grandmother who lost her battle with breast
cancer. The song rose to #1 on the Christian Country charts.
Performing on stage in front of Collin Raye (who gave his
overwhelming approval of the song) was a huge music leap
for Isaac. That very night, they were awarded ‘Duo
Performance of the Year.’

Isaac sums up the “Just A Kid” thing. “I’ve loved every
minute of my musical journey, but sometimes being a
professional on stage makes fans expect more than a kid can
give off stage. I really was just a kid! However, it has given
me the opportunity to meet a lot of famous people - Franklin
Graham and his son Will, Charlie Daniels, Michael W. Smith,
Collin Raye, Ray Stevens, Dolly Parton, Marty Raybon and
Shenandoah, Jeff Bates, Chubby Checker, Billy Gilman,
Jennifer Lopez, Keith Urban, Harry Connick, Jr., Katy Perry,
Lionel Richie, Luke Bryan, Tommy Emmanuel, Ronnie
Milsap, and Terri Gibbs.” Not bad for just a kid, not bad at
all!

Isaac moved to Nashville just out of high school. There
he would release his first mainstream Country single, Too
Nice, co-written with Devon O’Day and produced by Jeff
Bates. The song hit the Music Row Breakout chart, followed
by a radio tour from New York to Nebraska. While in
Nashville, Isaac was offered a job at Dollywood for the 2019

season as a utility musician. Moving to Pigeon Forge, he was
chosen to play guitar for Dolly when she performed at the
opening of the newly expanded section of the park. What an
honor!

Isaac released his first Christmas album in 2019, “Cole
For Your Stocking.” The single, The Christmas retells the
story and true meaning of Christmas.

Accepting Christ as a child, Isaac is unashamed of being
raised to love the Lord. Surrounded by Christian people, he
had no idea that so many did not believe or did not know
about God. Isaac’s love for Country/Christian Country music
has led him to believe that God is using his gift to reach those
who, perhaps, would not listen to strictly Christian music.
Deliberately, when talking on social media or doing a music
project, God is always in the mix. That is his calling, confident
that God uses all kinds of ways to reach people.

His latest single, The Tunnel, written by Isaac and Alex
Wilson, gives way to a loving God who cares, who is always
there through hard and scary times. Isaac suffered a falling
accident that led to hand surgery and a lengthy recovery.
Attempting to rehabilitate his hand to play music again was
a struggle - until a person he didn’t even know handed him a
package. A rather unusual Christmas gift, it was a hand
rehabilitation kit from a physical therapist. It took some time,
but the kit was exactly what Isaac needed to gain back his
hand strength and mobility. Ever so grateful, he expresses,
“God sent that person with exactly what I needed! And in the
process, I found the inspiration to persevere through the fear
and depression, never give up, and come out on the other side
a far better person, inside and out!” The Tunnel paints this
picture of coming through - coming through to bring smiles,
hope, and happiness to others.

Isaac, who will turn 22 years old in April, shares, “I just
enjoy being able to have fun and bring a smile to people's
faces. I want to make people feel happy and lift them out of
boredom, loneliness, and despair. Making a small difference
in people's lives means so much to me. I've always been a
people person, and I want each person to feel like I'm singing
to them individually. I believe it's what I was made to do!

www.isaaccolemusic.com

john@johnpenneymusic.com

John

Penney
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BETTY JEAN ROBINSON • STONEWALL JACKSON • JAMES EASTER

Staff, Cross Country USA Magazine

Betty Jean Robinson
June 17, 1933 – November 25, 2021

Betty Jean Robinson
was born June 17, 1933, in
Hyden, Kentucky, on the
foothills of the Appalachian
Mountains. She lived in
poverty but developed a
passion for music at a young
age, and when she was old
enough she made her way to
Nashville, Tennessee.

Betty Jean married
William Harold Robinson
and started writing songs in

the Country music field. She was later voted Billboard
Magazine’s ‘Songwriter of the Year.’ She was signed to
Metromedia Records and later to Decca Records where she
wrote many hit songs including, All I Need is You and Hello
Love, recorded by Hank Snow. Robinson was also noted as
a singer and did several duets with Country music star Carl
Belew.

After recommitting her life to Christ in the 1970s,
Robinson started writing and recording Gospel music. Some
of her most well-known Gospel songs include Jesus Is Alive
And Well, Ride Out Your Storm, On The Way Home, The
Shepherd Of My Valley, He Is Jehovah, Let Down Your Net,
There Is No Other Fountain, My Savior's Precious Blood, To
The Glory Of My Father, Key To The Kingdom, and many
others. Her songs have also been recorded by numerous other
artists. Throughout her celebrated career, Robinson wrote at
least 600 songs and recorded 36 albums.

Almost immediately upon the development of the Trinity
Broadcasting Network, Robinson began hosting her own
show called “Up On Melody Mountain. The program was a
depiction of Robinson in what looked like her Tennessee
mountain home in which she sang and shared inspirational
moments with her audience. The popular show aired for more
than twenty years.

In 1997, she published an inspirational autobiography
which was also called "Up On Melody Mountain." The book
detailed how she found joy through hardship.

In 2012, Betty Jean was honored by the Artists Music
Guild with the ‘Lifetime Achievement Award.’

Betty Jean Robinson, 88, went to be with her Lord on
Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 2021. She passed away

peacefully rejoicing the Lord at her Melody Mountain home
in Franklin, Tennessee.

Betty Jean touched so many lives with her ministry and
music. Her dedication to her faith and family will be
remembered for generations to come.

Stonewall Jackson
November 6, 1932 – December 4, 2021

Stonewall Jackson was
born in Tabor City, North
Carolina on November 6,
1932. After serving in the
Navy, he went to Nashville
in 1956 and joined the
Grand Ole Opry. His music
career quickly took off and
he became a Country music
star during the honky ton
era of the 1950s and 1960s.
He was a member of the
Grand Ole Opry longer than
any current Opry member.

Over the course of his decades-long career, Jackson’s
traditional Country sound landed on the Billboard Country
singles chart more than forty times, including his now-classic
Waterloo as well as Don’t Be Angry, I Washed My Hands In
Muddy Water, and B.J. the D.J., among many others.

His 1971 “Recorded Live at the Grand Ole Opry” was
the first "live" album ever recorded at Nashville's 'Mother
Church of Country Music', the Ryman Auditorium. The late
Porter Wagoner would introduce Stonewall on his show by
saying he came to the Opry "with a heart full of love and a
sack full of songs."

Stonewall Jackson passed away December 4, 2021, after
a long battle with vascular dementia.

Nancy Jones, the late George Jones’ wife stated,
“Stonewall’s breakout hit Life To Go was written by George
Jones and they held a special friendship over the years and
although Stonewall was retired, he participated in the final
George Jones No Show tribute event after he passed. I will
always have a special place in my heart for Stonewall. May
he rest in peace.”

Rhonda Vincent shares, “Saddened to hear the news of
the passing of fellow Grand Ole Opry Member Stonewall
Jackson. He was a real character. His style was reflected in
everything he did. I most recently was driving around
Nashville and noticed his tour bus parked. Oh, the stories that



JANUARY 2022  •  CROSS COUNTRY USA MAGAZINE  33

bus could tell. He made no apologies for who he was. I
admired his grit, and how he stood up for what he believed
in. My sincere condolences to his family. Rest In Peace.”

James Easter
April 24, 1932 – December 11, 2021

James Madison Easter
was born April 24, 1932, in
Surry County, North
Carolina, one of four sons
born to the late James
Lincoln and Lillie Mae
Tolbert Easter. When James
was eight years old, his eldest
brother, Russell, taught him
how to play the guitar. As the
brothers began playing
together into their teenage
years, life for James Easter

took a turn for the worse and he was imprisoned briefly. While
there, he formed a Bluegrass-Country music act simply
known as The Prison Band. Stemming from his experiences,
James co-wrote their most successful song, Thank You Lord
For Your Blessings On Me.

Meanwhile, in 1947, Russell formed a band, the Green
Valley Quartet, the forerunner to The Easter Brothers. Over
the course of the next two years, as first James and then Edd
began to play, this combination became more formal calling
themselves The Easter Brothers and the Green Valley Quartet.
They went on to become one of the foremost Bluegrass
Gospel groups in the world, performing together for more
than sixty years. In 1979, they gave up their day jobs and
became a full-time touring group.  In recent years, James
enjoyed spending most of his time at his “Little Church,”
Mayberry’s Music Center, where he witnessed for his Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Mr. James Madison Easter, 89, of Mount Airy, the last
surviving member of The Easter Brothers, passed away early
Saturday morning, December 11, 2021.

DEANO GRAHAM

Connect with Deano
on social media

Thank you DJs for playing the
latest single,

GLORY CLOUD
written by James Payne

From the project, “Time Has A Way”

Music available at Apple Music, Spotify, Google Play, YouTube,
Amazon, and other digital streaming outlets
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Thanks DJs for playing my
music and for charting my

new release,

on Hey Y’all Media Comp.

MITCHELL
WHISNANT

MITCHELL WHISNANT
MUSIC

Ministering Through Music
To The Body Of Christ

Check us out at
www.mitchellwhisnantmusic.com

Call 615-933-7669 to book us
for an event today!

Mitchell’s music is also
available on digital outlets

Ron
Hemphill

Thanks for playing

MERCY WALKED IN
on Millennium Music Group Compilation

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

1850 SE Lincoln Rd • Prineville, OR 97754
Phone: 541-480-5642

Email: thorn3006@centurylink.net

Thanks DJs for playing
HE’S HOLDING MY HAND

For Radio distribution, call Wilds And Associates:205-662-4826.

New Salem • 1624 Normandy Lane • Winston Salem, NC 27103
Phone: 336-765-3072 • Email: U2NewSalem@gmail.com

www.NewSalem.website

Don Stiles

We are currently
scheduling for 2022 and

would love to be in
service with you!

Phone: 870-243-5031
Email: jdonstiles53@gmail.com
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Thanks DJs for playing
DON’T LOSE YOUR FAITH

on Millennium Music Group Comp. #101
#60 on the Cross Country USA Hot 100

www.paultuttlemusic.com • Phone 336-978-6338

Thanks for playing
THE WRONG KIND OF WATER
Be looking for my new single,
I’D RATHER HAVE JESUS

Distributed by Millennium Music Group
All of Johnny’s music can be found on most digital outlets

Email: johnny.jones.07@gmail.com•Website: JohnnyJones.net

Thanks for playing
SOMEWHERE OVER THE RAINBOW

(God Abides)
Covenant Agency: 812-292-0069 or 309-696-2162

Email: cathyjrauch@gmail.com
www.cathyrauch.com

Much gratitude to DJs and
fans for making

WHAT I DID TODAY
#1 for September 2021!

Listen for my newest single,
IF THAT HADN’T BEEN THERE

Impacting radio now!
Canyon Creek Comp. #58
Written by Mark Narmore

and Adam Wheeler

Jack Gafford
Facebook.com/jackgaffordmusician

www.jackgafford.com
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S E R I E S

RENE’ JONES
By Robin Tanner

Born in a small community on the outskirts
of Walterboro, South Carolina, Rene’ Jones was
raised singing in church. Today he’s known as
“The Christian Cowboy” and sings with passion,
putting his heart, body, and soul into his music.

Rene’s family was involved in farming, and he
spent many hours singing while riding the tractors
and working the land. During his teens he joined

the Gospel group, The Beacons. Having that background gave
Rene’ his vibrant and smooth voice of today.

After his time with The Beacons, Rene’ decided to try his
hand at Country music. He performed in country clubs,
variety shows, festivals, parades, and was a featured
entertainer at the 1987 March of Dimes Telerama broadcast
from Charleston, South Carolina. In 1992, Rene’ had the
pleasure of performing in sold-out concerts with Linda Davis
and Lang Scott.

Rene’ and his wife moved to Nashville and embarked on
a series of tours across the Eastern United States. Rene’s third
album brought him within inches of a record deal. However,
at the last minute, the record executives decided Rene’ was
“too country” and signed their second-choice artist for the
deal. Imagine being too country for Country music! However,
God had a better plan!

Rene’ felt the Lord calling him back to his roots of Gospel
Music beginning in 2003. His first Christian Country single
was released to radio in March, 2005 by GodsChild Records.
Since then, Rene’ has had several songs to chart in the Top
10 of the Christian Country and Country Gospel charts. His
single, Rockin’ On The Front Porch went to #1 in January,
2009.

He has appeared in notable publications such as Music
City News, Power Source and Christian Voice Magazines.
He and his wife Edie have made several television
appearances including TCT Network and Touching the World
Ministries.

Rene’ has received numerous awards from the music
industry which include: 6-time winner of the ‘Male Vocalist

of the Year’ Award, ‘Soloist of the Year’ Award, 2-time
winner of the ‘Duo of the Year’ Award (with his wife, Edie),
‘Video of the Year’ Award (Bible By Her Bed), ‘Video of the
Year’ Award (Thank God For Mama, with Joanne Cash),
‘Song of the Year’ (Thank God For Mama), 4-time winner
of the Christian Country ‘Crown Jewel’ Award, and the
prestigious ‘Entertainer of the Year’ Award from the United
States Association of Gospel Entertainers and Musicians. He
has also won the ‘Video of the Year’ Award (Bible By Her
Bed) and the ‘Male Horizon’ Award from the International
Country Gospel Music Association.

Rene' has worked for LifeWay Christian Resources for
the past 27 years. When he won his first award as ‘Male
Vocalist of the Year,’ LifeWay featured him in one of their
magazines. They took that article and framed it and hung it
on their LIfeWay Wall of Fame at the corporate headquarters
to honor Rene'.

Rene' says, “I have been called by God to share the
Gospel through music. My mission has always been to be a
disciple, go wherever God opens the doors, and share Christ's
message of love and redemption.”

God has taken their ministry in a different direction.
Rene’s wife Edie shares, “Rene' and I felt called to quit
touring 6-1/2 years ago for Rene’ to be the Worship Leader
for Mending Fences Cowboy Church in Lebanon, Tennessee.”

Rene’ and Edie Jones base their lives and ministry on
these two scriptures - Philippians 1:6, Being confident of this
very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ; and Philippians 4:13,
I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

www.renejones.com



JANUARY 2022  •  CROSS COUNTRY USA MAGAZINE  37

TIM

Thanks for playing and charting

HE RESCUES ME

Distributed by Millennium Music Group

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!!!
mikewalkermth@gmail.com
www.mikewalkermth.com

“What If You’re Wrong”

The New Single

from Mike Walker
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I t was not long after they met that Uncle Sam’s draft
for the Vietnam Conflict called Bobby into the
military in 1965. He served as a tank trainer until

1967 and was blessed to stay in the states due to his Father’s
illness and death. He remained in the Army Reserves until
1969.

Bobby and Betty were both born in Kentucky to hard
working Christian families of coal miners and farmers. Betty
came to Ohio out of her dad’s hope to get out of the coal mines
for a better quality of life in 1954, only to find hard work in
the quarries.  These hard times would later shape Betty into
her love of writing songs portraying some of the struggles of
her family’s life. Her song, Daddy Prayed, was one example
of a hard knock life. She loves writing songs geared towards
family, hard times, her memories, and spiritual blessings.

After Bobby was discharged from the Army, he played
the guitar and sang in a trio with his brother and aunt. He and
his brother Roy coordinated and sponsored a weekly Sunday
radio broadcast over the Ashland and Norwalk, Ohio stations
until the 1990s. Betty sang as a soloist accompanied by their
guitars and his nephew playing the mandolin. It was in these
precious moments that their love for singing Gospel music
together began.

As they began to raise the family, their lives began to
become more complex and challenging to stay focused on
their ministry. Bobby worked at the Lorain Assembly Plant
and Betty made a career in nursing that required many hours
study to move from a Nurse’s Assistant to a master’s prepared

nurse. Often the couple worked different shifts to meet the
needs of their three children: Valerie, Vanessa, and Curtis.
The weekends were often filled with “catch up” time and
service at their local church.  Their service consisted of
singing as a family and in their church choir. Curtis started
singing at age nine as he played the electronic drums.  His
love for music grew into playing the drums, bass, and acoustic
guitar and they sang in family groups until late 1998, after
both Betty and Curtis graduated from college. Singing with
The Arks, they made their first big project assisted by
members of The Payne Family at a local studio.

Their seriousness in ministry began after they attended
the Charles Novell School of Music in Nashville, Tennessee.
The school brought them to a whole new level in music. It
was there that they learned the professional skills required in
Gospel music.  In two weeks, they acquired knowledge about
stage presence, vocal training, talent improvement, spiritual
growth, music theory as well as other improvement courses.

Continued on page 43 > > >

BOBBY JONES
The

FAMILY
Gonna Keep on Walkin’!

It was a hot day in June of 1969 when
Bobby and Betty “tied the knot” in
marriage at their home church in South
Amherst, Ohio. They had met several
years prior in church youth group. Bobby
played the guitar for a lady’s youth trio
and Betty sang alto… the beginning of a
story still unfolding.

By Cory Parker
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MIKE
LEICHNER

Thanks for spinning and charting
WE’RE AMERICAN PROUD

Thanks for playing
UNASHAMED TO SAY HIS NAME

On Canyon Creek Comp. #58

Booking & Product
Phone: 316-641-7081

Web: www.mikeleichner.com



42  CROSS COUNTRY USA MAGAZINE  •  JANUARY 2022

LUKE

Thanks for playing and charting
BOOGIE FOR JESUS
On Canyin Creek Compilation

Lifting up the
name of JESUS in

word and song

Have guitar will travel!
318.315.0924 (Call or text)

lukehendrickson21@yahoo.com
lukehendricksongospel.bandzoogle.com

Jerry
Day

on Millennium Music Group
Comp. Vol. 104

#8 on the Cross
Country USA Hot 100

For product sales or
scheduling, call
337-348-1006

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

Thank you DJs for playing and charting my latest single

on Canyon Creek Comp #55

Bill Baker (580) 276-8088 • facebook.com/billbakermusic

Scott Hampton
Thanks for playing and charting

GOING BACK
on Millennium Music Group Comp. Vol. #103

Booking: 903.720.3746

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP



LizzyG
M U S I C

on Millennium Music Group Comp. Vol. #99

Phone: (630) 550-3510 • Email: lizzygmusic@gmail.com
www.lizzygmusic.com • facebook.com/lizzyg
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Bobby Jones Family
< < < Continued from page 40

With God’s help, Bobby, Betty, and Curtis began to grow
as a family singing Gospel music. In 2003, they produced
their “God Wake America” album that became their staple in
establishing their place in Bluegrass Gospel music. The album
was produced by Mark Fain in Mark Burchfield’s studio in
Nashville with the super pickers in Ricky Skaggs’ Band.

The family traveled on weekends singing as The Bobby
Jones Family and come Monday, would head out to full-time
jobs. By 2007, the demands to relocate would take its toll on
Betty and Curtis, to be required to move to Reynoldsburg,
Ohio. The move brought challenges to their ability to make
it to appointments required in their ministry.  Curtis would
soon find the love of his life and would not be able to meet
the commitment to sing and play the guitar for the group.
Betty became very discouraged and depressed and would not
sing until a tragedy happened after their move back Ohio in
2011, when Betty suffered two strokes and cancer of the
thyroid. However, God works in mysterious ways. The
challenges brought Betty back into the ministry on a whole
new level.  Her voice had changed from the strokes and the
thyroid surgery.

Her pastor encouraged her to continue singing after the
health challenges.  She persevered and the new Bobby Jones
Family was formed that consisted of Bobby and Betty. The
highlights of the ministry would soon blossom into the
ministry of today. Once again, Charles Novell School of
Music helped Betty through the challenges of the changes in
her vocal range.

In 2016, the album entitled “Movin’ On” was recorded
at Watershed Studio in Nashville. The first radio single release
from that album, Mercy and Grace, climbed multiple major
music charts and peaked at number nine on the Singing News
Bluegrass chart – garnering The Bobby Jones Family their
first top ten hit.

More hit songs have followed since then - Harvest Wind,
Daddy Prayed, Rise Up Lazarus and others – opening new
opportunities for their ministry. In 2017, 2019 and 2020, The
Bobby Jones Family were blessed to be the recipients of

Christian Voice Magazine’s Gospel Music Fan Awards
‘Favorite Bluegrass Gospel Group.’

However, their focus remains to minister to the needs of
the people in worship, testimony, song, praise, prayer, and
daily devotions, and they remain active in their local church.

Although the Covid-19 pandemic has led to fewer
appointments, time off the road has provided them the
opportunity for Betty to write some new songs that will be
tracked in a future project. Their latest effort is a project
currently under development entitled “Walkin’ Down The
Road,” due for release in the Spring of 2022.

Meeting the spiritual needs of the people and to be found
in the center of God’s will is what ministry is all about,
according to Betty. “Whether our opportunities call us to sing
in a campground, church event, a church service, a
convention, nursing home, or on the street, we want others to
know that there is joy in serving the Lord. When He saves us
and calls us to serve Him in a variety of areas to magnify His
name, He equips us with the talents necessary to fulfill His
will to bring the Gospel to others. Let us run the race with
patience!”

www.thebobbyjonesfamilyministries.com





ROY ANDERSON 9620 Heatherhearst Dr.
Chowchilla, CA 93610

Phone: (559) 706-9239

Thanks for playing and charting
GIVE ME PEACE

Distributed by Millennium Music Group

Thanks DJs for charting my new
single release,

ALMIGHTY GOD
Written by YuLonda White Harrell and Marvin Harrell

All Country. All Christian.

www.crosscountryusaradio.com
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Thanks for playing
and charting

STOOD ON
THAT ROCK

Millennium
MUSIC GROUP

For radio distribution, call 205-662-4826 or 859-433-5104
www.troyrichardsonmusic.com



Be listening for our brand new single,
ANGELS AND MAMAS

Facebook@drjamespayne • Twitter@drjamespayne • YouTube • iTunes • CD Baby
For booking or products, visit www.jamespayneministries.com


